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LORADO TAFT. 

Saturday evening, March 9, about one 
hundred and fifty people representing the 
various artistic and civic activities of Chicago 
assembled in Blackstone Hall in the Art In- 
stitute at a kind of informal congratulatory 
supper in honor of Mr. Lorado Taft, the 
sculptor. The immediate occasion was the 
announcement that Mr. Taft had received the 
commission to execute the heroic bronze statue 
of Columbus to be placed before the new 
Union Station at Washington, D. C. This 
meeting took the form of an ovation to Mr. 
Taft for his long continued and enthusiastic 
services to western art, and to the artistic de- 
velopment of Chicago. As a tribute to a 
distinguished fellow-worker, the spontaneous 
feeling and grateful appreciation shown by the 
company were really remarkable. Mr. Wal- 
lace Heckman presided, and among the 
speakers were, Henry G. Foreman, W. M. 
R. French, Charles J. Mulligan and J. S. 
Dickerson. 

A feature which added greatly to the good 
humor of the occasion was a cheerfully exe- 
cuted reproduction of one of Mr. Taft's clay 
lectures, enacted by Mr. Ralph Holmes and 
Mr. Walter Clute. 

The Annual Chicago Exhibition was as 
usual very strong in the department of sculp- 
ture, and included several works by Mr. 
Taft, among them a colossal statue of Wash- 
ington for Seattle, Wash., an Indian Foun- 
tain for Paducah, Ky., busts of Logan and 
Loomis, some park groups, etc., most of 
which are shown in the accompanying cut. 



Mr. Charles D. Norton, who has been 
appointed Assistant Secretary of the United 
States Treasury, was at one time a student in 
the evening sculpture class at the Art Institute, 
under the tuition of Mr. Mulligan. 



ART SCHOOL MATTERS. 
The Tuesday Art and Travel Class has 
donated five hundred dollars to be used as a 
Foreign Travelling Scholarship, and to be 
given to the young woman who is a 
native of, and now resident in Chicago, 
making the best record in the Art School 
during the year ; the conditions are similar 
to those governing the John Quincy Adams 
Scholarship. 

A momentary excitement in educational 
circles was occasioned by the action of Mr. 
Cooley, Superintendent of the Public Schools, 
upon January 13, in striking the Art Institute 
from the list of "accredited institutions," 
that is, of schools in which public school 
teachers are permitted to take study courses, 
and obtain promotional credits. Although 
this sudden and unexpected measure was un- 
welcome to the Art Institute, the Trustees 
deemed it detrimental to the public welfare 
that there should be a public quarrel between 
two great educational agencies such as the 
Board of Education and the Art Institute. 
They therefore made no public explanations, 
but in private conference reached a satis- 
factory understanding with the Board of 
Education. 

It ought perhaps to be explained that the 
position of accredited institution was volun- 
tarily conferred upon the Art Institute, and 
that the Art Institute never had power to 
confer credits, but only certified that the 
teacher-students had accomplished certain 
courses within certain times, and the officials 
of the Board of Education issued the credits. 
We believe none of the numerous certificates 
issued by the Art Institute have been dis- 
allowed. 

The Normal Classes for teachers of public 
schools are continued, and teachers are most 
welcome in these and the other classes of the 
Art Institute. 
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The Art Institute has been designated as 
one of the schools where the preliminary 
competitions for admission to the American 
Academy in Rome are to be held. The 
object of the work of the Academy is to pro- 
vide for courses of study for American 
students, working under instruction in Rome, 
and to select from the applicants, by rigid 
competitive examinations, those most worthy 
of the benefits of the organization. The 
committee announces the painting and sculp- 
ture prizes which are to be awarded this spring; 
applications must be made to the Secretary, 
not later than April I, 1909. The Institute 
is prepared to conduct the preliminary tests 
in conformity with the regulations of the 
Academy. 

Mr. Harry M. Walcott, who has taught 
large classes in painting and composition very 
successfully during the last six months, has 
left the school until next October, in order to 
devote the half year to painting pictures. Mr. 
Oliver Dennett Grover will teach during the 
next three months, and Mr. Charles Francis 
Browne, who has recently returned from 
Europe, will resume his classes and lectures. 
It is expected that M. Alphonse Mucha will 
revisit Chicago in April and it is hoped he 
will conduct composition classes in the Art 
Institute. 

Mr. Will H. Low is unable, on account 
of sickness in his family, to take classes in the 
school, but will deliver the Scammon Lec- 
tures in May. 

The closing exercises of the school will be 
held on Friday, June 18, and the school 
exhibition will open upon that day. The 
commencement address will be delivered by 
Dr. Halsey C. Ives, director of the St. Louis 
Museum of Fine Arts. 



The American Travelling Scholarship of 
the Chicago School of Architecture, given by 
the Art Institute, was awarded to George 
W. Herlin, with honorable mentions to A. 
C. Steigely and W. R. Bajari. The problem 
for the competition was the planning of an 
art museum, and a number of the resultant 
designs were shown in the Architectural 
Exhibit. The amount of the Scholarship is 
two hundred and fifty dollars, to be expended 
in architectural research in America. The 
competition held by the Chicago Architectural 
Club, for designs for a cement dwelling house 
to cost $8,000, was won by R. C. Oster- 
gren, a graduate of the Chicago School of 
Architecture in 1908. 

Gratifying news of recent successes of two 
former students of the Art Institute has been 
received from Paris. The following is trans- 
lated from the critique by M. Henri Chervet 
in the January " Nouvelle Revue." 

" The Government has purchased from 
the twenty- fifth Salon of the Societe Inter- 
nationale a charming canvas by M. Henry 
Salem Hubbell entitled "Child and Cat,' for 
the Luxembourg. The picture is indeed 
worthy of remark. There is in it a happy 
arrangement of the tones, a harmony in the 
composition, and a beautiful sentiment of in- 
timacy and elegance. The qualities are 
above all to be remarked in ' The Repast,' 
and « Le Manteau Orange.' " Mr. Hubbell's 
success is accented by the fact that while all 
the canvases shown by him in this Salon were 
sold, the sales of other works were extremely 
limited. 

The reception given by the French critics 
to the miniatures by Miss Martha S. Baker, 
exhibited at the Georges Petit galleries, was 
also extremely flattering, some of them rank- 
ing her work among the highest achievements 
in this branch of painting. 



